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MEET KELLI SMITH,
HABITAT BOOKKEEPER

Kelli applied for the
McMinnville bookkeeper position five
years ago after taking
a hiatus from work
while caring for her
mother. Once her
mother was relocated
to Idaho, Kelli started
looking for a
bookkeeping position
again. “The
McMinnville Habitat
position was the first
I applied for and I was happy it was
part time and close to home.”

When Newberg Area Habitat
(NAHFH) was looking for a 10 hours
per week bookkeeper in the winter of
2023, Katie Curry, executive director
for McMinnville Area Habitat, and
Shannon Selah, executive director of
NAHFH, once again entered into a
partnership. Kelli’s professional
expertise would be utilized by both
affiliates and the directors allowed
Kelli flexibility in her days between
the two offices and also the flexibility
of working remotely. Not only have
the two Yamhill County Habitat
offices benefitted from  her
bookkeeping skills, but Kelli has been
called as a substitute in the Forest
Grove Habitat office when their
bookkeeper resigned and they needed
a stop gap until they could hire a full
time employee.

During her 38 year marriage,
Kelli has lived in ten different states.
She has fond memories of the places
she and her husband have lived, and
she voiced that Oklahoma was one of
her favorite places because of the
group of friends she met. Her
husband worked on construction for
hospitals so the two of them would
move every two or so years. In 2014,
they decided it was time to settie in
one place and buy their own home.

Since her husband’s mother lived in
McMinnville, they decided Oregon
was the spot they would call home.

In Kelli’s spare time she
plays slots in Oregon casinos, travels
to the beach and enjoys camping with
her husband. She is also an active
member of the Elks Club and Legion
in McMinnville. Kelli and her
husband will be attending the Elks 3rd
Annual Northwest Rally which starts
on July 10. It is a four day camp trip
at the Polk County Fairgrounds that
brings Elk members together from
many different chapters. They play
games, have catered dinners, and build
community together during this time.

HOMEOWNERSHIP BECAME
ATTAINABLE

Becoming a Habitat
homeowner changed Lisa
Foster’s life in so many ways.
She remembers how her
mother had encouraged her to
apply two years before she
actually did. Lisa
concentrated on the obstacles
that might be in her way - was
her income too much or
would they consider a single
mother with one child - instead of the
challenges she could overcome. One
day when pulling out the information
sent home in her son’s elementary
school bag, there was a flier about
seeking applications for the next
Habitat build in Newberg.

When she looks back on the
experience, she remembers the strong
support that walked along beside her.
Staff at Joan Austin sent two different
build teams on different Saturdays.
The school district office and the high
school, where she was employed as
the test coordinator, also sent teams.
Lisa’s dad, an electrician completed all
the wiring throughout the house while
her mother babysat Lewis. Family

and friends helped Lisa log well
beyond her 500 hours of sweat equity.

Lisa remembers entering
volunteer time sheets and planning the
meals for the builders using the meal
network already established by
Newberg Area Habitat. The
connection with one specific volunteer
resulted in a scholarship for her son to
attend Twin Rocks Camp the summer
after they moved in. “I realized I had
touched many lives who wanted to
give back to me.”

“Owning a house changed
my life. What I thought was
unattainable became possible. I was
always thinking about the obstacles.
If this could happen in my life, then
maybe I could go back and get my
teaching degree.” And within the year
of moving into her new home, Lisa
enrolled at Portland State
at nights and then later was
accepted to George Fox’s
Intensive Masters Plus
w Program. For the last ten

. years, she has been
employed by
. Tigard-Tualatin  School
District as a special
education teacher.
She has learned owning a
home means keeping it maintained -
cleaning gutters, mowing the lawn,
and performing repairs. You have to
budget for it. On a single income that
can sometimes be difficult. “It’s not
always easy owning a home, but it is
worth it. You also meet a lot of great
people through the path of
homeownership with Habitat for
Humanity.”
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